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IAMCR Presidency 

 

Dear Colleague 

This year, 2012, marks 20 years of my involvement with IAMCR since attending 

my first IAMCR conference in São Paulo, Brazil in 1992 as a graduate student of 

City University, London. I was elected Co-Chair of the Communications Policy and 

Technology Section in 2002.  

Since then I have taken on various other leadership roles including my present 

position as Secretary General of IAMCR. I have a strong record of research output 

and a reputation for public service in the media and communication field.   

I am Professor of Communications Policy and Digital Media at the University of 

the West Indies, Jamaica where I hold an endowed Chair in Telecommunications 

Policy and Management and direct a Masters Degree Programme in that field.  I 

am author/editor of five books and many book chapters and academic journal 

articles. I am recipient of two University Faculty Awards for high quality research 

and publication and for raising large amounts of international research funding.   

I humbly ask for your support and for your vote when the postal ballot arrives.  

PLATFORM 

If elected President, I would: 

 Introduce measures to reduce conference fees by re-visiting conference 

venue arrangements, cutting entertainment costs and introducing 'per day' 

rates. 

 Make greater use of virtual meeting technologies and conduct an 

institutional environmental audit. 

 Arrange for a systematic scholarly review of Sections and Working Groups. 



 Restore our international conference to every other year, with regional 

conferences being held in the alternate year, co-hosted with academic 

partners.  

 Lead fundraising for research fellowships, travel grants for low income 

countries and students and for research courses and discounts for 

emerging scholars. 

 Advance quality in conference presentations by promoting blind reviews of 

all abstracts and the submission of full conference papers. 

 Arrange production of regular IAMCR newsletters in at least the three 

official languages of the Association. 

 Reform the IAMCR voting system to replace postal ballots 

I advance this platform with a deep commitment to and understanding of IAMCR. 

I do so based on my numerous contributions to the Association over several 

years.  

HIGHLIGHTS 

Highlights of my current and past contributions to IAMCR and my involvement in 

global media and communications research and policy-development are:   

Secretary General of the IAMCR and Chair of the Conference Planning 

Committee since 2008. I have worked very closely with Local Organizing 

Committees to plan and deliver the last three IAMCR conferences in 

Mexico, Braga and Istanbul. I am similarly guiding planning for the IAMCR 

2012 conference, alongside the Durban Committee.  

I helped to guide the introduction of the Open Conference System (OCS) 

which has now been used for two years to support improved organization 

of IAMCR's conferences, working closely with our web managers and 

Section and Working Group Heads to tackle the challenges of a new online 

abstract submission and review system in the face of expanding interest in 

our conferences.   

I worked with the Executive Board to develop Special Sessions at our 

conferences that tackle current global issues.  



I have encouraged the restoration of the tradition of pre-conference 

submission of full academic papers and peer review of all conference 

abstracts. 

I also serve as an active member of the IAMCR Executive Board, 

International Council, the  Membership and Outreach Committee and the 

Task Force on Media and Communications Policy.  

Other Contributions: 

Former Chair and Co-Chair of the Communications Policy and Technology 

Section for 6 years, contributing to its development as one of the largest 

and most innovative Sections of the Association. 

Former Co-Chair of IAMCR's Task Force on Global Media and 

Communications Policy for two years, providing leadership especially on 

the need to foster the ‘greening’ of the association, research on ICTs and 

the Environment, and strengthening our links with global ICT policy forums.  

Chaired a Plenary Session on 'Access' at the Internet Governance Forum 

(IGF) in Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt (2009), furthering some of the policy goals 

of the Task Force.  

Participated as a Civil Society advocate in the World Summit of the 

Information Society (WSIS) in Geneva (2003) and Tunis (2005). 

Represented IAMCR and the University of the West Indies at regional 

conferences and meetings such as COMPÓS (2008) Brazil and ACCE (2009) 

Ghana, West Africa. 

Plenary panel speaker at international conferences including International 

Institute of Communication, World Association of Christian Communication, 

International Telecommunication Union and UNESCO regional conferences 

and IAMCR conferences in Braga 2010, Paris 2007, Cairo 2006 and Taiwan 

2005. 



Re-appointed in 2011 to the public service position of Chair of the 

Broadcasting Commission of Jamaica, a position I have held since 2007 and 

which is limited to periodic policy guidance and oversight of the work of the 

Commission's full time executive staff.  

Serve as Commissioner of the Jamaica National Commission for UNESCO 

and serve on several other local and regional Boards. 

COMMITMENT 

I am seeking election as IAMCR President to further the Association's key 

objectives and to contribute at the highest level to an Association that I love, 

respect and consider vital to global media and communications education and 

research. My background and the leadership skills I have gained through my 

positions within and outside IAMCR have prepared me well to guide the 

Association in the next period of its development.   

I invite you to support my candidacy by your own vote and by encouraging similar 

support among your peers and academic institutions, in the 2012 elections. 

Thank you. 

Hopeton Dunn, 


